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Harmful use of alcohol with potential risk of dependence 
among 15-74 years old Lithuanians according to age and gender

(AUDIT ≥ 8)
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Prevalence of 11-15 years old children, reported 2 or more lifetime 

drunkenness episodes (1998)

HBSC, 2006
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Prevalence of 11-15 years old children, reported 2 or more lifetime 

drunkenness episodes (2006)

HBSC, 2006
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Prevalence of 9-14 years old children alcohol intoxications (T-51) 
(hospital cases)
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Alcohol use and suicide attempts among 15-74 years old 
Lithuanians
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Is there any relation of the trends 
to alcohol control policy?
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Correlation of alcoholic psychosis with alcohol policy 
measures
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What was done on national level (starting 
from the year 2008)
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Pure alcohol consumption per capita in Lithuania 2000-2011
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Relative price of alcohol beverages

Source: Statistics Lithuania
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Source: Institute of Hygiene

Mortality from selected alcohol related causes in Lithuania 2000-2010
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Alcohol consumption vs. alcohol attributable mortality
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http://www.ntakd.lt/index.php/naujienos/pranesimai-spaudai/1181-neteisetos-alkoholio-apyvartos-lietuvoje-ivertinimo-tyrimo-rezultatai
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Unrecorded alcohol a big issue !?

Recorded alcohol Unrecorded alcohol Total

Pure alcohol consumption age 15 +, 1991-2011
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Alcohol advertisement case
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Short prehistory

• Total ban of alcohol advertisement was proposed to 
Lithuanian Alcohol Control Law in the year 2008 as 
alternative to alcohol advertisement restriction.

• Restrictions for day time TV and radio advertisement 
enforced from January 1st 2008. 

• Total ban was scheduled for January 1st 2012.
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Alcohol industry and media meeting 
“behind closed doors” November 2010 

• Strategic meeting 

• Not all participants still known

• Biggest alcohol producers
importers and media
owners or heads
participated



Strategic steps made by media and 
alcohol industry

• Bloc all possible NGO access to media and not
allow discussion about attempt to cancel
alcohol advertisement ban

• Try to show NGO’s as extremely marginal
(“talibanic”) organizations

• Deny any information about evidence on
alcohol advertisement effect on children
drinking behavior
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Political influence
• Financial support to political parties

• Top members of leading party has signed amendment to the 
law to cancel advertisement ban despite promises in election 
program to ban advertisement. 

• NGO’s were not allowed to discuss position with political 
parties in contrast to alcohol industry representatives. 

• Aggressive pressure 
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Signature of the President

• Signed the same day 

• Kept silent for almost two weeks: when 256 
signatures of NGO’s were collected

• Norway was named as only example with ban 
and this example was not good enough for 
Lithuania
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Lessons learned

• Ad ban in one country without broader regulation in 
Europe was shown as radical by industry and 
politicians; 

• Geopolitical arguments were used;

• Partial regulation of restrictions are ineffective and 
hard to regulate by state;

• Self regulation has no sense because industry is 
finding ways to bypass even legal regulation;

• Pan European initiative to ban alcohol advertisement 

is needed.
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Thank you
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